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Millions of years ago, petroleum was just beginning to form. In 2005, petroleum
and oil based products contribute to 85% of the global energy. Current models estimate
the petroleum reserves will be able to support global demand until 2030. This brings to
question what life after oil will be like. With its major energy source gone, how will
society react? Presently, efforts are being made to deal with the loss of the major energy
source. However, some question whether the effort put forward is enough. With the
expected loss of energy, how will the world cope with the loss of petroleum products?

Economics has proven that supply and demand controls the cost and amount of
product to a consumer. The main reason we have become dependant upon petroleum is
because it is a cheap source of energy and is readily available. Wars are fought to control
it, men become rich selling it, and society pays to burn it. These countries, the Western
World, will be hardest hit by the loss of petroleum. Qil is important to developed
countries because it supplies us with a source of luxury. Once the oil runs out, and there
is no sustainable backup, the West will become as fragile as the developing world.
Without energy to power everything, economies will crash and social development will
grind to a standstill. With no fuel to power our tractors, how will farmers produce food?
With no oil, how will people drive to work? These are questions essential to our survival
and current way of life; but what about our choices of relaxation and entertainment. For
example, sea-doo’s, motor boats; and SUV’s to name just a few of the West’s toys.
Without petroleum, the world will lose the luxuries we have begun to take for granted. As
the depletion of oils reserves continue, a tremendous increase of tension will be felt
globally. As oil and petroleum prices rise, countries will feel the squeeze as funds are
sucked away. This tension may “fuel” nations’ urge to find cheap oil. This could result in
countries dealing with increased aggression of competing countries. Third World
countries will also be affected by oil depletion. Since their economies depends less on
petroleum than developed countries they will be able to recover faster. As a result, the
impact would be less severe. Countries in Central America and Africa still rely heavily
on manual labour to produce crops and transport goods. It is this reason that developing
countries will not feel the same impacts as say the United States or China. The loss of our

major energy source may result in significant sacrifices of what we take for granted today
~ safety and sovereignty.



It seems all developed and developing nation’s lifeblood is oil. If oil was to run
out today, there is no possible way current energy production would meet the world’s
demands. Unquestionably, there will need to be sources of energy, but when the tap runs
dry and we cannot meet energy demands; it will be too late to recover quickly. It is a fact
that oil is a nonrenewable energy source and is rapidly disappearing. If there nothing is
done to find a solution to this problem, the consequences will be disastrous. Therefore, a
global effort must meet the impending crisis head on. It is imperative that an effort must
be made to improve existing forms of energy production as well as explore and develop
new alternative energy forms. The first step to this process is addressing the issue of
failing oil reserves. Already, the world has begun to do so. The next step is to move
forward with a global action plan. This action plan would encourage nations to seek
alternatives to oil, as well as, encourage nations to research ways to increase existing
forms of renewable energy. The development and increased efficiency of these
alternative energy forms today will help lessen the impact of failing oil reserves in the
future.

Obvious alternative energy sources are wind, hydro, solar, and nuclear. Already
these forms of renewable energies are finding increased popularity. The development of
wind and solar generator farms is a positive step towards lessening the impact of the loss
of petroleum. Increased development of renewable energies globally can only improve
the environment and decrease dependency on oil. Governments have invested in the
production of bio-fuels such as ethanol and bio-diesel. These bio-fuels are mixed with
traditional gasoline. As a result, less new hydrocarbons are released into the atmosphere.
A problem however, is if the world was to switch to bio-fuels exclusively, there would be
too much strain on farmland to produce crops viable for bio-fuel. There would not be
enough room for humanity to live, produce food and produce energy. Nuclear power will
gain lots of attention due to the “clean energy”. However, society must air on the side of
caution as nuclear power produces toxic nuclear waste that remains harmful for tens of
thousands of years.

Hydrogen is another possible source of energy. Hydrogen has recently become
popular because, when burned, the reaction produces pure water. No harmful emissions






